K12 Handhelds 

March Madness Classroom Activities

K12 Handhelds is making available three webquests for the March Madness NCAA Basketball tournament. These resources are available at www.k12handhelds.com/curriculum.

Here is a summary of each webquest and additional activities for each curriculum area. 

March Madness Tournament Structure

(Language Arts )

Central project:

In the March Madness Tournament Structure Webquest, students will address the question “What structure for the NCAA tournament would determine the best team?”

Students will explore the current single elimination tournament structure, as well as how other sports structure their tournaments. Based on that information, they will design their own suggested tournament structure and write about why it is better and how it might affect the sport.

Other activities:

· Have students write a March Madness blog documenting the progress of the tournament as it progresses. As a part of this, assign students specific reading and writing assignments. Tie the assignments into other March Madness assignments across the curriculum.

· Have students write a persuasive essay about one of the following topics, taking either the for or against position (This could also be structured as a class debate.):

· Students who have an opportunity to turn pro after their junior year of college should return to college to finish their senior year.

· March Madness is big business, and schools don’t share fairly in the revenue.

· College athletics should be run more like pro sports with athletes sharing in the profits.

· The NCAA is not serious about enforcing its academic guidelines.

· At the beginning of the tournament, have each student choose one team and research and document their progress throughout the tournament.

March Madness Predicting the Winner 

(Math)

Central project:

In the March Madness Predicting the Winner Webquest, students will address the challenge: “Develop your own model for predicting the winner of the NCAA tournament. Based on this model, who do you predict will win?”

Note: It is important that this webquest be done before the tournament begins. (Step 2 of the web quest involves teams’ RPIs during the regular season and can be done earlier in the season.) Optionally, you may have students revise their models at a few key points in the tournament to see how the results change.

Other activities:

· Have student calculate various statistics related to March Madness. Include activities like finding the mean, median, mode, and range of key statistics; calculating ratios and percentages; and estimating and looking at reasonableness. 

· Have student graph various data after selecting the most appropriate format (bar, line, circle graphs; stem-and-leaf plots; and box-and-whisker plots) depending on the data.

· Ask students to look at the odds of particular games and interpret what the statistics mean.

· Have students look at the formula by which the revenues for March Madness are distributed. (This available is available in the “NCAA Final Four” link in the MM Tournament webquest or on Wikipedia.) What type of behavior does this formula try to encourage?

· Ask students to gather and analyze data on what percentage of various student populations (students as a whole, various subsets of athletes, etc.) graduate from college? What could be done to improve those percentages?

Where in the World is March Madness? 

(Social Studies)

Central project:

In the March Madness Geography Webquest, students will explore where the teams are from (and who has the geographic advantage in the tournament), where they’ll play their games, and where they ultimately hope to play in the Final Four. Students will research the various cities and then pick one that they’d most like to visit.

Other activities:

· Research March Madness history for both the men’s and women’s tournament and make a timeline. 

· Research the history of a particular team in the tournament and create a report, oral presentation, or multimedia presentation about it.

Explore the history of college basketball and how it has become big business. Why is college basketball so popular?


We hope you enjoy these resources. If you would like to share ideas about how you used them or what you did in your classroom, please email us at info@k12handhelds.com. 
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